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WILLIAMSBURG INN

In 1633, the place called Williamsburg
was set up as the new capital city of the
Virginia Colony, and from that time,
until the capital city was moved to its
present site of Richmond in 1780,
Williamsburg fulfilled its duties for the
lengthy period of 147 years, and flour-
ished as one of the most important
cities in early America.

Williamsburg ceased to flourish when
the capital city was moved to
Richmond. Only the college, the
hospital, and farms were left, and re-
development never really occurred until
the 20th century brought the town back
to the world,

The movement to revive some of the
aspects of America of the 18th century,
by salvaging this town from the bottom
of the stream of time, began as an idea
proposed by the clergyman, A, R. Good-
man, He had a talk with Henry Ford
about his idea. Henry Ford was interest-
ed, and seems to have decided that it
could not be accomplished by the
efforts of just one man. He discussed
the idea with John D. Rockfeller,
Rockfeller agreed with the proposal,
and established the ‘““Colonial Williams-
burg Foundation”.

The Colonial Williamsburg Foundation
was established in 1926, and by the
early 1930’s had already started to
rebuild the buildings of the 18th
century, with the assistance of specially
invited craftsmen. Reproductions were
made, not only of houses, but also of
chairs, tables, beds, and other house-
hold items. The major part of the re-
development went on until after 1937.
By 1960, the present form of the town
was almost completed. Rockfeller him-
self lived in Williamsburg, and he watch-
ed the restoration movement closely.
After his death, John D. Rockfeller, Jr.,
remained there, and he continued to
carry out his father’s wishes. In 1978,
the Rockfeller family left the town, but
their former residence, Basset Hall,
remains, as a museum, Meanwhile, the
Foundation has restored eighty-eight
existing houses,

The town was recreated very carefully
according to this principle as if it were
on a trip backward in time. It is now
called, ‘“Colonial Williamsburg”, and
centers on the Historic Area, which is
just like a street of the 18th century.
The accommodation and recreational
facilities as well as the cultural activities
of the period, are also seen in this great
project,

THREE TAVERNS SERVE THE
TASTERS OF THE COLONIAL ERA

The King’s Arms Tavern was estab-
lished in 1772 by Mrs, Jane Vobe, as
a tavern for “V,IP's” and members of
high society. In the beginning, right
after the tavern opened, its propriet-
ress was very active in advertising in the
Virginia Gazette, a newspaper of the
time. At the time, it became the center
of activity, as you know from the diary
of Colonel George Washington himself.
The main dishes on the menu here were
game, that is, the meat of wild birds,
rabbit, deer, etc. Its most famous dish
was Game Pie, a casserole of the meat
of various wild game.

As shown by the name of the tavern,
Christiana Campbell’s Tavern was
established by Mrs. Campbell, in
the 18th century. Compared with the
King's Arms Tavern, this was more of a
family tavern, or a tavern for travellers.
The service and cooking were home-
style, precisely adhering to the owner’s
original ideas,

Mr. Dave Lucas, the manager of the
Christiana Campbell’s, says, “In the old
days, a lot of baked cooking were high
on the 18th century list of far as
favorite foods such as pies, cakes, and
muffins, One of our specialities in
Campbell’s is the sweet potato muffin
which was served by Mrs. Campbell, She
was an excellent baker.”

In contrast with the above two taverns,
Chowning’s Tavern won popularity for
its “lowbrow”’ style,

It was an alehouse, well-known for its
Cream Ale, and was widely known as
the sort of pub where people could
paly their favorite games. Everyone
gambled keenly here. A sort of enter-
tainment used to start at 9 p.m. This
event was called “The Gambols”, and
it was the biggest selling point of the
tavern. A late supper (light food served
after dinner, consisting of sandwiches,
ete,) in this tavern, was called, “The
Gambols” after the event it accom-
panied, and was one of the house
specialties. Also, stew is one of Chown-
ing’s specialties. The modest cooking
of the colonial people can be imagined
from this dish. Even today, it is served
in pewter, as it was originally.

WILLIAMSBURG INN

The fundamental concept of the
Williamsburg Inn is different from that
of the historic area, which accurately
reproduces the conditions of the 18th
century. The Inn can serve every need
of the visitor with its wide, richly varied
assortment of services. The menu of the
main dining room, the Regency Room,
includes continental food, as a reflec-
tion of the above principle. This is the
main strength of the dining room, which
is proven by the fact that it has won the
prized Five Stars of Mobil, for eight
consecutive years,

Winning this award is basically to the
credit of Marcel Van Eeckhaut, who
formerly used his fine coking skills as
chef of the Jockey Club, which is the
main dining room of the Ritz-Carlton
in Washington D.C.

In addition to such superbly talented
people, the dining room offers very fine
service; for example, suggesting differ-
ent menu selections so guests may
enjoy meals of the finest ingredients,
as supplies change on a daily basis.

While guests are dining, fine music
flows in from somewhere, and a cham-
t{er quarter appears, on a stage which
rises into the dining room. When the
music is over, the stage descends again.
Since last year, the Regency Lounge,
which shares facilities with this dining
room, has commenced an English-style
tea service (3 p.m. to 5 p.m.). A real
afternoon tea can be enjoyed, with tea
sandwiches, pastries, and scones, and it
has been receiving the praise of guests.

Mr. John Hallowell, manager of the
Inn, says, “We don’'t have a bar
in here, but we have prepared a service
system to provide drinks anywhere, In
summertime, we provide bar service on
the terrace. The terrace, just off the
main lobby, where we have a bar cart
to make some special frozen daiquiris
and the things like that during the
warm weather so that one sit out very
comfortably here with the verandah
view of the golf course and sort of relax
and unwind, read the paper and have a
cocktail which is served by our staff out
of the Regency Lounge.”

THE SUMMIT: THE CENTER OF
THE WORLD'S ATTENTION

The name of Williamsburg has become
suddenly famous all over the world
as a location for summit conferences,

About 40 proposed locations were listed
before the final decision to hold the
summit at Williamsburg. The reason for
choosing this place was that, not only
was it in the right location to show off
American history, it also is only one
hour’s flight from Washington.

It is also assured of safety and emer-
gency services because the Norfolk Air
Base is close by. This became a major
consideration in Williamsburg’s selec-
tion. People involved with this summit
had been told of the advantages of
Williamsburg, particularly that as it is
in an isolated area, it is easy to seal the
area off for security considerations for
the term of the summit conference,
Williamsburg staff involved in summit
reception began to prepare for holding
the summit conference, 9 months
earlier, organizing accommodation for
V.LP.s, security, set-up of conference
locations, food preparation, ete. Staff
members planned for their assignments
day and night, as if under wartime
conditions. The service system especial-
ly, had to work without any failures,
until the end of the term of the summit
conference; and staff members repeated,
very thorough, and -carefully, discus-
sions on how to perfect the perform-
ance of their duties,

Buildings chosen as accommodation for
summit delegates was renovated, and
menu selections were enlarged. Six
superb chefs were involved, drawn from
all over the United States, Mr, Norman
Beatty recounted the difficulties he
experienced.

“The food operation alone was just
unbelievable, Because we were not
only feeding 8 world leaders, but the
American delegations and the official
delegates. Treasury Secretaries, Finance
Ministers, staff, all eating at the same
time, different menu, different location.
But the quality of serving all of these
important people was a very difficult
task, which we were able to do. The
only particular requirements that I
know about was that President
Mitterand and Prime Minister Kohl
were both on diets. The beverages con-
sisted of a great deal of California Wine.
President Reagan likes California Wine,
and he is proud of his country. We also
served New York state wine.”

Some 2 or 3 incidents occurred

because of the very severe security
system. It seems funny now......

“It was that of the first night’s dinner
at Carter’s Grove, 6 miles away from
here. The man who was driving the
truck bringing the dessert was not
cleared to get in. So the mad who was
riding with him was really a cook, but
the Secret Service made the other man
get out. In the truck there was “Key
Lime Pie”, especially made by the
chef from Miami. The cook had to
drive in and had never driven a stick
shift and while he was driving, the Key
Lime Pies turned over and became Key
Lime Pudding all of a sudden. Fortu-
nately the chef had prepared extra Key
Lime Pies, so everyone else except the
Heads of State had Queen’s cake and
the Heads of State had the Key Lime
Pie”, Mr. Beatty related with a bitter
smile.

Also, Mr. Herb Harris of the King's
Arms had an episode to tell. “The
Secretaries of State were dining here,
the chef from Raleigh’s was preparing
“Blackened Redfish” outside the Tavern
on gas grills, and these gas grills were
redhot coals to swear them, and when
you did the smoke billowed up between
these 2 grills, and blew inside the
Tavern, set off the fire alarm, and fire
department was here. The Secret
Service was really upset.”

The Summit drew to a successful close,
even though such humorous happenings
occurred, and all the staff members
heaved great sighs of relief.

PRECISE PROCEDURE FOR NEW
MULTIPLE BUSINESS PLANNING

After the typhoon “Summit” was gone,
Williamsburg was left in the role of a
port of entry to America, in which it
continues every day.

“We continue to try to grow to be
able to provide as many opportunities
for a visitor coming to understand what
American life was like in the 18th
century, and that is achieved through
exhibition building that can be indi-
cated to go back and continue with
some research to provide more the
recent addition of the museum gallery,
to be able to showcase some of the
history that is here.” Mr, Hallowell,
the Resident manager of Williamsburg
Inn, stated his opinion.

Vice President Beatty said, “On the
hotel and resort side, with the new
sports complex, we are hoping to do
more business during January and
February, It is a very good time for
conferences. We do distinguish be-
tween a conference and convention.
Conferences tend to be smaller and edu-
cationally oriented. We are probably
going to add to our reserve facility at
Providence Hall, because it is top dollar
in the market for the quality that is
in demand. And out hotel and restau-
rant business is going to expand, We are
going to add a fourth tavern, that was
on the boards for this year.”

Colonial Williamsburg and the Williams-
burg Inn seem to be marching forward
exactly on track, with multiple opera-
tions in process, keeping to the words
of the Mr. Beatty.
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