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MAJOR DECISION BY THE LATOUR FAMILY

The Louis Latour family is now famous as important
négociant, but the foundation of its present fame was laid
in grandfather’s days.

At that time, the whole area around Alox-Corton was
owned by a Count Grancey, but the Louis Latour family
bought the land of this area in 1891, and the vineyards
which had been established on most of the southern slopes
of the Corton Hills the Chateau Corton Grancey became
the property of the Latour family.

The history of this area says that long before this pur-
chase was made, this land had been donated to the Church
by the great Emperor Charlemagne, and that it rented the
land to various people affiliated with the church, but at
the end of the 18th century, the vineyards became
national property. After that, however, they were gradually
sold off.

When the Latour family first owned the area, they
tried to grow Pinot Noir grape. (at that time, the Cote de
Beaune was producing 3/4 red wine and 1/4 white wine,
so this was a very natural choice.) But the only wine they
could produce was somewhat lacking in richness. So, the
Latour family thoroughly checked the quality of soil
of the hills, and discovered that the soil in the area was
lacking the clay surface needed to produce Corton red
wine. However, they did discover a layer of limestone on
the surface, making the soil very suitable for production
of grapes for white wine. In addition to the appropriate
soil type, the vineyards were on south-facing slopes, so
the family decided to grow the Chardonnay grape. That
decision was extremely successful, and Corton-Charle-
magne receives higher praise with each passing day.

At present, the total vineyard area for Corton-Charle-
magne is 33.4 hectares; 7 hectares of which is owned by
the Loius Latour.

Wine Auction

WINE-MAKING PROCESS WITH MUCH CARE
STILL MAINTAINS TRADITION

Wines of the Louis Latour are produced in a winery
which was built in the early 18th century, and stands
majestically in the center of Corton Pierre, opposite the
Chateau Corton Grancey.

The Latour family say that the most dependable method
of obtaining superb wine, is the selection and tending of
grapevines. Therefore, they use smoothly woven wooden
baskets to carry the harvested grapes to avoid as much
as possible any injury to the grapes or the grapevines.

When the wine has finished fermentation and then
filtering. It is transferred to the bottling process, and
then back to the cellar at Aloxe-Corton. These cellars lie
over 20 meters under the hill of Corton and are a perfect
breeding-ground for “racodium cellare”, a prolific white
mould which the Burgandians call “‘confiture de cave
(jam of cellar)”. After being aged in the bottle in these
cellars the wine awaits shipment. When the wine bottles are

taken out of storage, removal of the lees is done using a
siphon system invented in grandfather’s days.

First, the bottle is left upside-down overnight. Next
morning, a copper or silver needle, 9 inches long, is inserted
right through the cork. The lees are then drawn out, along
with a very small quantity of wine. This is extracted
through a rubber tube into an empty bottle. After the
lees have been removed from the wine, an equivalent
volume of clean wine is added to fill the bottle. A new
cork is inserted, and the bottle is then washed, labelled,
packed, and shipped.

This method not only clarifies the wine, but also
simultaneously avoids the process called *decanting”,
which is opposed by many winery operators in the
Burgundy area.

With these methods, the famous Corton-Charlemagne
achieves a shining golden color and a relatively high
alcohol content (Its minimum alcohol content is 12 per
cent.). It has the aroma of cinnamon, and a distinctive
tingling taste. When you sip this wine, it spreads in your
mouth like the fragrance of a flower. Expressions of
admiration such as these are given by wine connoisseurs,
who recognize this as a superb wine.

Many words are not needed to describe the character-
istics of this superb white wine. At present, it is served at
the most dignified celebratory dinners and official dinner
parties. The following list gives some idea of the real value
of this wine. When Japan welcomed President Mitterrand
of France with a royal dinner party, Corton-Charlemagne
1978 was served. Generations of Prime Ministers have
used this wine for their official dinners and luncheons,
for such guests as Queen Elizabeth II of England, Chan-
cellor Schmidt of West Germany, and Vice-Prime Minister
Deng Xiaoping of China, etc.

This wine is genuinely loved as the King of Wine, so the
name of a great emperor is most appropriate for it. The
name is like a royal decoration. This wine’s admirers will
continue to increase in number year by year.
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Mississippi River Boat

French Quarter, New Orleans

“'fh[BRANﬁé"
CORTON-CHARLEMAGNE

LOUIS LATOUR

SUPREME QUALITY WHITE WINE* NAMED AFTER
THE GREAT EMPEROR OF THE HOLY ROMAN EMPIRE

A national highway crosses the Cote-d’Or district which
is the central core of Bourgogne (Burgundy). The national
highway, Route 74, continues from Beaune to Dijon, and
on both sides of the road are the climate of grand cru
wines. The scene truly deserves the name “Golden Hill”
(Cote d'Or).

The Cote-d'Or is divided into 2 areas. One is the Cote
de Nuits which produces many famous red wines such as
Chambertin, Clos-de-Vougeot, Romanée-Conti, etc.
Another area, called the Cote de Beaune, is known as a
producing district for the white wines of the Burgundy
region,such as Meursault, Montrachet, Corton-Charlemagne,
as well as many other famous red wines.

The Cote de Beaune area has a total of 3000 hectares
of vineyards, from Ladoix-Serrigy in the north, to Santenay
in the south. (This is about twice as wide as the Cote de
Nuits area.) Most of the vineyards extend along the hills
which face east.

Corton-Charlemagne is produced in the Aloxe-Corton,
about 5 km north of the town of Beaune. The hilltops
are blanketed with dense forest, and the lower parts of
the hills have gently sloped vineyards.

The famous name of Corton-Charlemagne is found in
old documents describing the unusual episode involved
in the naming of this wine. At the end of the 8th century,
this entire area was governed by the great emperor, Charle-
magne, of the Holy Roman Empire. He was very fond of
the wine produced in the village of Corton, which was a
red wine. This created a problem however, since whenever
he drank his favorite wine, the white moustache which
was his pride and joy, was tinted by the red wine! There-
fore, he ordered the vinters to make white wine, and
gave his own name to the newly produced wine, “Corton-
Charlemagne”.

Jean Louis Latour
{Vice president of
Hospices de Beaune)

Believe it or not! Though it’s not sure whether this is
true or false, but, in those days the ingredient for Corton-
Charlemagne was the Aligoté variety of grape, and today’s
famous Corton-Charlemagne is made from Chardonnay
grape. In the 19th century, the family of Louis Latour
began making Corton-Charlemagne with the Chardonnay
grape. This was the beginning of its present fame.
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The actual wine cellar is located behind this wall.

Another speciality of Begué’s is “Gallery”, a long,
narrow private room beside the main dining room, on the
side which faces the patio.

The Gallery is separated by a wall from the main dining
room, providing privacy for guests in the Gallery. There-
fore, this room is often used for parties and dining for small
groups. The Gallery has a window facing the patio, so the
room is used as a sun terrace in the daytime. The room is
designed so that at night, customers can enjoy the beautiful
illuminated fountain, which appears to be floating in the
mid-air, as they dine in the Gallery’s special atmosphere.

VARIOUS BARS WITH VARIOUS ASPECTS

“MYSTICK DEN"MARDI GRAS THEME AND INTERIOR

The show lounge, “Mystick Den’; is located on the right
immediately after you pass through the front entrance. This
lounge is also bright at the entrance in the daytime, but
inside it is somewhat darker, and filled with tables.

The Mystick Den has a Mardi Gras theme, therefore its
interior design is related to that historical celebration, and
the crests of the organizations which participate in Mardi
Gras are displayed on the walls.

The Mystick Den has 200 seats in a wide space, and is
open every day from 11 a.m. to 2 am.. “Happy Hour™ is
from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m.. Guitar music is played at show time
on weekdays and on Saturday. Show time on Sunday is
from 10 am. to 1 p.m..

“DESIRE”-SEAFOOD BAR
FILLED WITH DEEP SOUTH ATMOSPHERE

“Desire” is a seafood bar. It is on the corner of Bourbon
Street and Bienville Street. The sign, “Desire”, is printed
on the awning at the entrance. Its whole setting is terrace
style. The entrances facing Bourbon Street have only ropes
across them, and are open to anyone, day or night, since
this lounge set-up is designed to provide a view of Bourbon
Street from the inside.

The menu concentrates mainly on dishes using oysters,
shrimp, and crawfish (the smaller kind), served raw, boiled,
or fried. Fresh raw oysters can be enjoyed all year round.
These are thicker than Japanese oysters and most delicious
with ketchup and horseradish. Beer and wine are popular
here. Recently, the number of customers who want wine
seems to have increased. Also low-alcohol bevarage has
become popular. The entire interior design of *“Desire”
emphasizes southern atmosphere. There are 115 seats, and
it is operated from 11 a.m. to midnight.

I

“LE BOOZE I & II"-SCENIC VIEW OF
BOURBON STREET FROM INSIDE THE BAR

Le Booze I is located next to “Desire”, and Le Booze II
is next to the “Can-Can”, the French Cabaret. These two
bars are used mainly by local people, who come in off the
street, rather than by hotel guests. Both have counters from
which the street can be seen. Their atmosphere is very open
and friendly. They have long oval counters in the center,
surrounded by stools. Complementary peanuts are always
on the counter, but basically, no other food is served. The
“saloon style” remains very strong here.

These bars were opened for people who work in the
French Quarter. Many local workers probably drop in here
after work and enjoy a drink. Business hours are 11:30 a.m.
to 3 a.m., but Le Booze Il opens at 4 p.m. from Monday to
Thursday, with “Happy Hour” from 4 to 7 p.m., Monday
to Frieday. “Late Happy Hour” is scheduled from midnight
until closing time. The two bars are almost the same size,
with 37 seats in Le Booze I, and 40 in Le Booze II. Le

Booze Il also has guitar music.

“CAN-CAN”-WITH REAL MOOD OF
“LA BELLE EPOQUE”

Opposite “Desire”, on the corner of Bourbon Street and
Conti Street, is the “Can-Can” Cabaret. The *“‘Can-Can”
Cabaret was opened only 2 years ago. Prior to this it was a
snack stand. There are three shows nightly with French
cancan dancing as its speciality. The cabaret’s motif is “‘La
Belle Epoque™ in Paris. The most popular drinks here are
champagne and wine, reflecting the atmosphere of this
establishment. The major wine served is Chiateau Mouton
Cadet, red and white as well as rosé. These three types of
Chateau Mouton Cadet are often served in the Mystick Den
and Begué’s. It almost seems to be a house wine of the
Royal Sonesta Hotel.

If bars and lounges described above are the night face of
the Royal Sonesta Hotel in the French Quarter, then, “The
Greenhouse” facing the patio, is the daytime face. It is a
coffee shop, mainly for breakfast and lunch, in the bright
sunshine. There are 116 seats, with breakfast being served
from 7 a.m., and lunchtime being from noon to 3 p.m..

In addition to all of the above, the Royal Sonesta Hotel
has a poolside bar, located on the third floor, it is possible
to enter the pool area directly from several rooms on the
third floor. As the poolside bar is open only during the
warm months, Frozen Daiquiris are the most popular drinks

here.

Mystick Den

Begué's Lounge

There is something for everyone’s tastes and moods at
the Royal Sonesta Hotel — an elegant Creole dinner with a
fine wine at “Begué’s”, a down-home seafood at “Desire”, a
little jazz or a show at “Le Booze” or the “Can-Can”
cabaret, a quiet nightcap for two in the“Mystick Den’! Just
beyond the Royal Sonesta’s doors awaits the charm of the
French Quarter, making the hotel a perfect home base for
exploring the city of New Orleans.

Cabaret

4

Sea!ood Bar "Desire"

SHTERNA

“Can-CAn"* FrenCan-can Sh
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Sonesta Hotel is a comparatively new hotel, because it
opened in September, 1969. The total construction cost at
that time was $16 million. Its appearance is maintained
according to rigid local building regulations and aesthetic
standards regulated by the *“Vieux Carré Commission™ of
New Orleans. Therefore, even though the date when the
hotel was built is fairly recent, this building is proof of the
preservation of the character and dignity of traditional New
Orleans, handed down from the “good old days”. The
balcony and the patio, at the center of the hotel, were
created from wrought iron, and the furniture and decora-
tions were collected from all over the world, giving a certain
charm of olden days to the Royal Sonesta Hotel. This
concept of hotel design seems, like the French Quarter
itself, to be distinctly different from anything in other
sections of the city, or even in the rest of the world.

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN NEW ORLEANS
AND THE ROYAL SONESTA HOTEL
AS COMMUNITY AND ITS MEMBER.

The Sonesta Corporation was known as a major
organization which owned many hotels, such as the Plaza in
New York, the Mayflower in Washington D.C., Scotland
Palace in London, etc. With the opening of the Royal
Sonesta Hotel, though the corporation began to take a
different management direction.

Mr. Hans Wandfluh, the Vice President and the General
Manager of Sonesta Corporation, explained “We wanted to
establish a hotel chain of proper size to provide good
quality services. Therefore, we sold the Mayflower and the
Plaza. One of the hotels we kept is the Royal Sonesta, The
size of this hotel is about 500 rooms. If the size of a hotel
property goes beyond that, the operation of the hotel must
be centered around the convention business and its related
functions. We are not in that business. We try to keep the
content of our business, to 60% transient and 30% groups.”
He added, “We want to try to provide traditional European
service, and personal services.” Behind his words, it was
impossible to miss the corporate policy which attaches
great importance to the surrounding, and tries to maintain a
very close relationship with the local community.

This can easily be seen in the appearance of the bars and
restaurants. Their design is harmonized with the surround-
ing scenery, of course, because these bars and restaurants
are located in the heart of the French Quarter. When you
walk past the front of the hotel, you may feel that it’s just
a row of five shops, and the interior of the hotel cleverly
incorporates the idea and culture of New Orleans. The
General Manager, Mr. Hans Wandfluh, continued his
explanation of the connection between the Royal Sonesta

and the French Quarter, “There are both advantages and
disadvantages for us because of the location of the hotel in
the center of the French Quarter. The main disadvantages is
that, by law, we cannot increase the size of the hotel.
However, we are always doing redecoration and making
improvments in our hotel. We are always watching what’s
going on, the new trends and new fashions for both interior
and exterior decorating, from the creation of atmosphere,
to the restaurant menus.

I think it is very interesting the way Japanese hotels
operate, from the viewpoint of their relationship with the
community. Wedding ceremonies are held in Japanese
hotels, aren’t they? It’s very interesting as a connection with
the local area, and also, for banquet operation.

The couple married in that hotel will have children, and
after various experiences in their lives, may come back to
the same hotel. The hotel becomes a special place for the
people who began their married lives there. We are very
fond of the ceremonies held in our patio. People in New
Orleans especially like to hold wedding ceremonies in
mid-summer.”

FINE CREOLE DISHES WITH VINTAGE WINE
BY THE GLASS AT “BEGUE’S”

There are various types of bars and restaurants in the
Royal Sonesta Hotel. “Begué’s” is the main bar and dining
room. It has entrances both from Bienville Street, and from
inside the hotel. You can go through the entrance on the
hotel side, into Begué’s Lounge and the dining room opens
out beyond this lounge. The lounge has an old fountain
displayed on the counter. Solid British-Style furniture
creates a quiet mood throughout the room. It is cozy, with
only 30 seats, making its image suitable for a leisurely,
relaxed drinking place.

Wine is one of the specialities of Begué’s Lounge. In
particular, the sales of vintage wines by the glass, are
increasing quite rapidly. This new method of wine selling
seems to be becoming popular in New Orleans. Begué’s
Restaurant is distinguished for the quality of its French
cuisine and its famed Creole cooking and Cajun dishes,
genuinely southern in origin. These Creole and Cajun dishes
are now a great hit in New York and elsewhere.

The wines which accompany these dishes, are well-
chosen indeed. Many varieties of French, German and
Californian wines are on the list. You also have a chance to
see “‘the master list” suggested by the sommelier. Quite a
fine collection of vintage wines is on this list. For instance,
Chiteau Laffite Rothchild 1964, 1970, 1971, etc., is
included on the master list. The back wall of the dining
room has rows of shelving ornamented with wine bottles.

moow»

Royal Sonesta Hotel

. General Manager, Mr. Hans Wandfluh

PR Director, Ms. Mary Bishop
FB Director, Mr. Philip Dubos
FB Manager, Mr. Michael Tansil

. Begué's Bartender, Kitty

by Bleavilie and
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The city of New Orleans
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HOTEL IN THE HEART OF
“FRENCH QUARTER”

New Orleans was settled by French immigrantsin 1718.
Later, this French territory town became part of the United
States, after belonging to Spain. The cultures of many
nations brought by white settlers, African culture brought
by black slaves, and the cultures of Central and
South America, among others, blend into each other here.
The city has the free atomosphere so characteristic of ports,
and amply displays the charm of a typical southern city of
"the United States.

The French Quarter, especially, has preserved its
delightful antique appearance, and is flourishing in a
constant bustle. The crowds never disappear in this area,
the center of New Orleans’ tourism and culture. This
quarter rigidly preserves the French architectural style as it
was in the old days. Most buildings are three or four stories
high, with eye-catching French-style bay windows and
balconies. The outer walls of these buildings are painted
white, pink and blue. The sides of buildings which face the
road have an entrance corridor which connects with
patio(courtyard) by a corridor paved in stone, providing
access for horse-drawn carriages.

Basically, New Orleans is a town for pedestrians. Motor
vehicles can’t even enter the French Quarter at most times

of the day. This is not true for all areas, but streets such as

4

ROYAL SONESTA HOTEL

(NEVV ORLEANS)

Bourbon Street, have set up “No Thoroughfare” signs on
their lanes to.prevent cars from entering.

Once you step into the French Quarter, you find the
area filled with jazz. The hot musical beat begins to flow
from all directions in the evening, and the whole town is
wrapped in the sizzling jazz airs. The tempo of this feverish
mood increases as the night goes on. The crowds and noise
increase, with Bourbon Street as their center, and human
voices, interrupted by the sound of trumpets, guitar music,
and the sounds of tap dancing, strike your ears without
ceasing. From the Royal Sonesta Hotel, which occupies a
block facing Bourbon Street, you can directly experience
this sulty night feeling.

The hotel is located at 300 Bourbon Street, close to the
business section and the museum, only a few blocks from
Canal Street’s famous shopping area. Its location is also
very convinient for guests who want to walk to the New
Orleans Convention Center and to the newly built Jackson
Brewery. Most of the hotel’s frontage is filled with a jazz
playhouse, country music bar, and other entertainments
crowded together. The appearance of this hotel is unlike
that of other top-class hotels of the world. Many bars and
restaurants are located next to each other, on both sides of
the hotel entrance. So it is apt to give the impression at first
glance, that it is a small hotel. However, the number of
rooms in the hotel is 500. Actually, all the stores are part of
the hotel. And the hotel’s guest rooms are located above
these stores. The hotel is actually quite large. The Royal

300 Bourbon Street,

New Orleans,
LA 70140

» Begué's Lounge
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