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BOURGEGNE’S MONTRACHET

The Cote D’Or, the great wine production area of
Bourgogne (Burgundy), is divided roughly into the Cote de
Nuit on the north, and the Cote de Beaune on the south.
The wines they produce are also divided. Cdte de Nuit
produces many fine red wines such as Romanée-Conti,
Chambertin, etc.. On the other hand, the white wines from
Cote de Beaune such as Corton-Charlemagne, Meursault Les
Perriéres, and Montrachet, etc,, have gained lasting fame as
the world’s finest white wines.

The vineyards in the Cote de Beaune spread across the
gently sloping hills facing eastward, with an area of 3,000
hectares, about twice the area of the Cote de Nuit., About
80% of the products is red wine, with white wine having a
very minor share,

Montrachet, ranked as one of the world’s best white
wines, is selected from the white wines produced here,

Montrachet originates in the villages of Puligny and
Chassagne, where conveniently located between Highway
D973, which goes from Beaune to Autun, and National
Highway N74, about 12—13 km south of the town of
Beaune,

The official names for these villages at present are
Puligny-Montrachet and Chassagne-Montrachet. It is said
these names came from Montrachet vineyards which locat-
ed on the slopes of hills between the two villages. From its
inclusion in the village names, we can see how fine a white
wine is the great Montrachet.

There are four brands of Grand Cru ranked white wine
produced in Puligny-Montrachet village. These are: Montra-
chet, Chevalier-Montrachet, Batard-Montrachet, and Bien-
venues-Batard-Montrachet. Montrachet and Batard-Montra-
chet, of these, have part of their vineyards in the
neighbouring Chassagne-Montrachet village,

In addition to the above, 11 locations have been ranked
as first class “Climat”, in the Puligny-Montrachet village.
The word “Climat” is printed on their labels, following the
name Puligny-Montrachet.

In Chassagne-Montrachet village, in addition to the
above-mentioned two; Montrachet and Batard Montrachet,
Criots-Batard-Montrachet also has the Grand Cru name, so
there are a total of three brands ranked as Grand Cru.,

Besides, in Chassagne-Montrachet village, 13 “Climats”
are ranked as first class, and the word “Climat” is printed
on the label following the name Chassagne-Montrachet.

The distinctive flavour imparted by Chardonnay grapes
grown in rich soil, has been completely used by only a few
producers, It gives a full body and a mellow, rich bouquet,
captivating everyone who tries it,

Production quantities are very small, especially in the
case of Montrachet. Even though the total area under
cultivation in the two villages is only 7.5 hectares, these
vineyards are divided under the ownership of 12 people.
The total production amount is about 2500 cases per year,
and 1/5 of the cases are caved for each producer. The
remaining 2,000 cases, which are only 24,000 bottles, are
presumably sent to the world market. Thus it is a rare and
valuable wine,

The three major procedures are the Marquis de Laguiche,
Baron Thénard, and Bouchard Pére et Fils, They produce
3/4 of the total, and the remaining 1/4 is produced by the
nine other producers,

The Ranking Control Standard is as follows: the
minimum alcohol content is 12°, maximum production
quantity per hectare is 3 Kkiloliters, average annual total
production is 22 kiloliters,

Montrachet generally has a fruity flavor and an elegant
bouquet. When these wines are not overcooled, and are
drunk at about 15°C, their aroma can be fully savored, and
you can enjoy their wonderful taste,

A. Vineyard in front of Domaine Fleurot-Larose
B. Mr.René Fleurot and his wife and son
C. Wine produced by Domaine Fleurot-Larose

MONT RAGHET

DOMAINE FLEU ROT-LAROSE

WHO CREATED THE BEAUTIFUL TASTE
AND SUBTLE CHARM COMPRISING
THIS HIGH QUALITY WINE?

When you speak of the wines of Bourgogne (Burgundy),
you must consider the winemaker as well as the location of
the vineyards in each small section of this area. This is
rather complicated, but that’s why it is very interesting to
wine connoisseurs,

While Bordeau has vast areas of cultivated land, with
many large-scale chateaux, most of Bourgogne’s winemaking
is a family business, especially in the Cote d’Or district
which has strong family bonds. When a son takes over the
family business from his father, even the quality of the
wine seems to change. These winemaking skills, conveyed
from human hand to human hand, can be said to be the
basis of winemaking in Bourgogne. :

The vineyards of Bourgogne are divided into small
sections. Therefore, the existence of a “‘negotian” (shipper)
is indispensable, But above all, those who strictly maintain
their traditional family skills play a major role in providing
high-quality wine,

They proudly labelled their own wines “Domaine”. This
title is given only to families who have been involved for
generations with winemaking, and incorporates the con-
fidence of the craftsmen of Bourgogne.

The “Domaine Fleurot Larose”, I visited for this report,
is one of these old families. Mr. René Fleurot, the present
head of the Fleurot family, is the third generation. His
grandfather on his father’s side, began winemaking in 1872.

The winery in the Chateau du Passe-temps, called the
main house, was built in 1843, and is equipped with the
wine presses and fermentation tanks. In the cellar, the
“cave” for wine storage is completely equipped, with
storage space for barrels on the first underground level, and
storage for bottles on the second underground level. On the
wall by the counter near the entrance is a decorative display
of old wine-making tools; arranged to form a small wine
museum,

The Fleurot family owns a total of 10 hectares of
vineyards, 1/4 of which are used for white wine, 3/4 for
red. The hall-mark “Propriétaire” is used for all their wine,
certifying that all their products are wines made only from
grapes harvested from their own vineyards. The major white
wines produced here are “Le Montrachet” and “Batard
Montrachet”, both Grand Cru, and “Chassagne Montrachet
Premier Cru - La Rocquemaure (Monopole)”. And 5 major
red wines are, “Chassagne Montrachet Premier Cru -
Abbaye de Morgeot”, and “Santenay Premier Cru Clos du
Passe-temps”.

The Fleurot family is a relatively small “clos” in
Montrachet, since it owns only 18 ares, (1 are = 100 m?)
Average annual production is 7—8 hectoliters. A total of 11
hectares of vineyard is used for Batard Montrachet, Of this,
8 ares are owned by this family. These have an annual
average yield of 3—4 hectoliters.

Both the wooden vat and the stainless steel tank are used
for fermentation. The wooden vat is used exclusively for
red wine, and the stainless steel tank is used for both red
and white wines, After the process of aging in barrels, it is
transferred to the cave located 10 m below the ground, in
the Chateau du Passe-temps. This cave is constructed in 2
levels, with the upper level for barrel storage, and the lower
level for bottles, Aging in the barrel is done for 1~ 1.5 years
for white wine, and for about 2 years for red wine, with
some variation depending upon the quality of the year’s
harvest. In the Bourgogne method they use all new barrels
for new wine, thus the famous barrel-making establishment
in St-Romain Village, behind the village of Puligny Montra-
chet, is always busy with orders from the famous climats.
Naturally, these barrels, hand crafted with willow hoops
have the best quality.

The essence of Bourgogne wine is said to be its acid
content, The astringency of the wine is harmonized in the
Limoge barrels, and its acidity is brought out with this
aging process,

The wine, after aged in the barrel, is bottled and
transferred to the cave, for bottle storage on the lower
level, and waits here, underground, until shipping. Some-
times, some products which are planned to be left for a
while, are purchased anyway, but still wine of good vintages
remains here, The oldest ones I saw here were a 1918 one,
and a magnum from 1929.

If all four caves owned by the Fleurot family were filled
with barrels, they would hold 4,000 barrels. I hear that this
is rather large cave in Bourgogne.

One of the wines I tasted in the caves of the Fleurot
family was a wine called, “Chassagne Montrachet Abbaye
de Morgeot”. “Abbaye de Morgeot” means the Cistercian
Monastery of Morgeot, which was the first planter of
grapevines in the vineyards of Montrachet. This monastery
has a history of over 1,000 years. I have heard that it is of
same design as the Clos de Vougeot Monastery. After the
French Revolution, the Abbaye de Morgeot fell into a
gradual decline, and was eventually purchased, in 1924, by
a member of a previous generation of the Fleurot family,
and re-developed as a vineyard, The vineyard of the Abbaye
de Morgeot is 6.5 hectares in size, and produces 3/4 red
wine and 1/4 white wine,

In the Fleurot family, the sons who are going to take
over in the next generation, are steadily trained as
winemakers, When Mr. Nicolas Fleurot Larose, the eldest
son, and Mr, Vincent Fleurot Larose, the second son, take
over winemaking from their father, what kind of taste will
the Montrachet wines of the Chateau du Passe-temps have?

Only their hands and tongues know, This is why the
wines of Bourgogne are so deeply interesting.
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with waffle-finish beige leather and Queen Anne armchairs.
The whole atmosphere is quite comfortable and refined. It
becomes crowded with hotel guests and nearby residents at
breakfast, lunch, dinner and Sunday brunch time. Meals can
also be taken at the adjoining terrace, watching the swans.
The executive chef is Joseph Venezia, who is only 30 years
old. He was born in Buffalo. Mr. Venezia was transferred
from the Mansion on Turtle Creek in Dallas.

The characteristic of this restaurant is that, in addition
to the traditional hotel menu, it offers various meals using
mainly California’s fresh meat, fish, vegetables and fruits.

One of the chef’s pride menus is ‘““squid ink pasta”, This
is pasta mixed with squid ink, with grilled salmon, served in
a black dish. This combination of salmon and pasta is quite
original and its taste is also unique. There are also such rare
menus as home-made rabbit sausage grilled over mesquite
charcoal, served on lettuce with fried vegetables. The most
popular menu of this restaurant is tortilla soup. Seasoned
with spice and arranging crusty tortilla sticks, it is different
from any other restaurant, On the other hand, a popular
dinner menu is that of scrod. Charcoal-grilled scrod spread
with honey, with angle hair pasta and mint. It is hot with
chili pepper. The hot menu is relatively popular.

According to executive chef Joseph Venezia, “Most food
served here are my originals. Many of our guests are
executives and celebrities who travel around the world,
Therefore, I try to serve the best food that cannot be tasted
anywhere else.,” He also says, “Although seasons are not
very distinct in California, you can fully sense the change of
seasons if you come to this restaurant. We use ingredients
of the season and change the menu each season.”

%

Some of the special items:

BREAKFAST AND BRUNCH

Fresh nectar of the day, like banana-strawberry or coconut-
pineapple-mint

Strawberry pancakes with a coulis of kiwi

Fluffy three-egg omelet with California goat cheese

Bel-Air Eggs Benedict with Canadian bacon and charcoal-
grilled breast of chicken

LUNCH

Fresh buffalo milk mozzarella served with avocado, red
lettuce, Italian tomatoes and basil

Charcoal-broiled breast of chicken tossed in a salad of
endive, watercress, arugula and grilled shiitake mushrooms

DINNER

Tuna sashimi served with cucumbers marinated in soy sauce
and cilantro

Summer time sausage with pasta served with fresh thyme
and fennel seeds

Sal?m Barbara shrimp sauteed with fois gras and chante-
relles

Grilled squab seasoned with honey and garlic

Poached California sandabs with Italian tomatoes, red
peppers and arugula on a bed of pasta

New York steak grilled over mesquite and served with warm
marinated California goat cheese and black pepper

B

All of them are dishes with the fine spirit the chef has
for creating a new menu, In addition, they do not forget to
serve the traditional menu for regular customers.

All the herbs used for cooking are grown in a herb
garden in the backyard. Besides the predictable cooking
herbs, they grow lemon- and orange-scented geraniums for
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E. Executive chef,
Mr.Joseph Venezia

flavoring sorbets, bay leaves, tarragon, charbil, zucchini,
cherry-tomatoes, etc.. Venezia also has plans for a water-
cress pond and freshwater and saltwater holding ponds set
in the ground like hatchery tanks for trout and lobsters.

A variety of food such as pork sausage, bacon, rabbit
sausage is made at the restaurant, Mustard is also home-
made, All the bread and cake served here is also made at the
restaurant by Mrs. Kathleen Magee Venezia, their pastry
chef,

Special consideration is given to tableware, another
important factor at meals, It should match not only the
menu but also the decoration and atmosphere of the room
in which people eat and the service offered there. Table-
ware is therefore accordingly changed in order to create
harmony in the whole space at meals.

In America, the business breakfast has recently become
very popular. Hotel Bel-Air, situated in a residential area,
also provides seats for business meetings. Therefore, a
number of businessmen from downtown as well as Bel-Air
residents visit the hotel.

Bel-Air’s “The Bar”, a meeting place for the executive:

“The Bar”, adjacent to the restaurant, has become a stop
along the local old-timer social circuit, The wood-paneled
hunting lodge-type room has a wood-burning fireplace and
a grand piano. The pianist Batt Herman has been playing a
beautiful tune every night except Mondays for fifteen
years,

The bar is open from 10:00 AM to 2:00 AM, and
bartenders work on two shifts. Though few of the guests
visit the bar at 10 o’clock in the morning, there are some
who order drinks for room service. Being the only bar in
the hotel, it serves all the beverages of the hotel, such as
those served in restaurants and through room service,
except in gardens. When a private party is held in the
garden, a bar is temporarily installed to meet the needs.

The house brands of Hotel Bel-Air are as follows;
Ballantine (Scotch), Smirnoff (Vodka), Bacardi (white
rum), Beans (bourbon), Gordon (gin). Its house wine is
Geiser Peak (both red and white), This light and dry wine
made in California is very popular, The house champagne is
Corbel (made in California).

The head bartender, James Kitchens, says, “White wine
is popular in this bar. Though the guests who prefer strong

beverages order cocktails such as martini or Scotch whisky
more often, those who order white wine, not only at lunch
or in the daytime but also at night, have been increasing, It
has recently become common to order white wine even for
meat, and most people take white wine to accompany the
entree,”

The bar supplies only mixed nuts, cheese and crackers,
but at lunch time you can choose anything you like from
the restaurant menu, In the cocktail hours from 5:00 to
6:00 PM. You can see people picking hors d’oeuvres and
drinking cocktails,

James Kitchens has been engaged in the management of
beverages for the bar and the whole hotel for twelve years.

After training himself as a bar boy at Beverly Hills Hotel
and Hotel Bel-Air, he became qualified as a bartender. Then
after working as a head bartender at Beverly Hills Hotel, he
became head bartender here at Hotel Bel-Air.

If you see him working, you will understand that he
thinks it his duty to accept room service orders early in the
morning or any unreasonable demand from guests in a
pleasant manner. You will also see that he enjoys working,
which adds to the comfort of drinking.

Hotel Bel-Air is often used as a retreat by celebrities,
or as a place of arrangements and receptions for movie or
TV makers.

The people who have been here are Yul Brynner,
Marilyn Monroe, Grace Kelly, Robert Redford, David
Niven, Boy George, John Travolta, etc.; recently Harrison
Ford gave an interview for a Japanese magazine. Not only
American but European stars use this hotel willingly. And
as it is located near to Hollywood, people in show business
are the regular customers of the hotel’s bar,

At the season of Academy Awards, show business parties
get together and the hotel is thronged with these people.

The Princes of Sweden and Finland have been here and
the President of Lebanon has a meal here for his pleasure.
The Rockefeller clan and the Fords are also regular
customers, When President Reagan’s daughter held a wed-
ding ceremony, every road to the hotel was blocked. When
Vice-President Rockefeller’s daughter stayed here, she was
heavily guarded by security officers.

However, the fact that a great number of celebrities have
set foot in Hotel Bel-Air proves indeed that it is a
comfortable hotel with security for customer’s privacy.
Once this hotel was used as a movie location but the hotel
was so crowded with the film makers that it met with
strong opposition from the guests. Since then the former
owner, Mr, Drown, decided that he would never again allow
his hotel to be used in such a way, This unwritten law has
not yet been broken, Fashion photography used to be
done, but now is also not allowed. This is because Hotel
Bel-Air consider the hospitality for their guests most
important in all cases.

Being for “One’s Other Home”

Why has Hotel Bel-Air been gaining support among
such numbers of upper-class people? Kerman Beriker,
hotel has an inevitable limit to service for its guests. But
hotel has an inevitable limit to service its guests. But the
Hotel Bel-Air is cozy, that’s why we can give the complete-
ly attentive service for our guests. And we respect our
customer’s privacy, so we've never asked celebrities to sign
for commemoration or our own P,R.” he laughed.

“We think of our job as inviting guests to our home. So
we always do our best to make the customers at home.
That is our policy.”

After changing the owner and remodeling on a large
scale, Hotel Bel-Air has carried out their original policy.
This steady management policy depends a lot on the
Rosewood Hotel Inc, who respects their own quality and
service,

The hotel-staff remember most of the customers, and
they are called by name from their arrival. It is unnecessary
for some regular customers to check in at the hotel. As the
hotel prepares various kinds of rooms, the customers oan
choose their favoriate room, Even from newspaper to (t)ﬂe
table and the menu at the restaurant, they are well
informed about the customer’s taste, Hotel Bel-Air main-
tains the policy of making every effort to be “One’s Other
Home” for the people who visit here,

Beriker, who has worked here for twenty five years,
talked about the future. “I'm not going to expand this
hotel. I think it is a suitable scale, but hotels always have
much room for improvement, and we have a lot of things to
learn yet, So I would constantly like to hear the customer’s
opinions as much as possible, I want Hotel Bel-Air to be the
No. 1 hotel in the world in all aspects,
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A hideaway in the big city, Hotel Bel-Air is an oasis in
an upper-class residential area, surrounded by rich nature.

About a mile west of Beverly Hills on Sunset Boulevard,
Los Angeles, an area, completely detached from the city
noise appears. This is the prestigious Bel-Air estate district
situated within the heavily wooded Stone Canyon.

The upper-class residential areas in Los Angeles used to
be Hancock Park. But since the tranquility needed in a resi-
dential area was spoiled there by offices and stores, people
started to move to Beverly Hills or the Bel-Air. Unlike
Beverly Hills which is located at the center of Los Angeles,
the Bel-Air is very close to nature. Hotel Bel-Air, which can
be said the center of the district, has become a suitable
“hideaway” from the busy everyday life for its visitors.

The vast 11.5 acre site of Hotel Bel-Air is covered
with verdant lawn, with gardens of various characters, such
as a tropical garden or a Moorish garden. Against the green
backdrop of ferns, palms, sycamores and oaks, colorful

flowers bloom, such as primrose, narcissus, violets, hya-
cinths, bougainvilleas, camellia bushes, trees of azaleas,
peaches and apricots, depending on the time of year.

A spring at the northern site tumbles over a waterfall,
becomes a stream in the beautiful green and empties into a
pond at the right of the entrance. This small pond is called
the “Swan Lake”, where a pair of graceful swans can be
seen, The Hotel's first owner, Joseph Drown, started to
keep these swans, Their beauty is so famous as to be called
the “Bel-Air swans”,

The Bel-Air buildings are located in such a beautiful
environment, All of them are cosy one or two-story
buildings. These mission style buildings with pink stucco
walls and red tiled roofs look like a painting together with
their surroundings. You feel as if you are in some summer
resort instead of the big city of Los Angeles,

The hotel was built by remodeling the horse stable on the Bell family’s hill.

Hotel Bel-Air opened only 45 years ago.

The Bel-Air district was originally a perfectly common-
place hill. This hill area was first developed by a man named
Alphonzo Bell, who named it “Bel-Air”" after himself.
Afterwards, the whole Bel-Air district became the property
of the Bell family, to be sold in lots.

At the time people started moving into Bel-Air, a man
named Burton Scott bought land from the Bell family and
built a horse stable. He also built a small tea lounge which
became the people’s relaxation place. Scott himself lived
not so far from the stable, He happened to offer lodging
free of charge to the visiting soldiers, felt the need of a
hotel, and decided to remodel the stable into a hotel,

Joseph Drown, who was in the hotel business as a
partner to Conrad Hilton, directed his attention to this.
Just before the hotel was completed, he bought it from
Scott, also purchased the surrounding area from the Bell
family, and opened Hotel Bel-Air in 194]1. As the

A. Head Bartender,
Mr.James Kitchens

B. Neon light of
Hotel Bel-Air

C. General Manager,
Mr.Kerman Beriker

D. Concierge,

Mr.Phil London

owner, he dedicated himself to its development until his
death in 1982. However, he had been preparing to sell the
hotel since a little before his death, and with his death, its
ownership went to Caroline Hunt Trust Estate, which is
affiliated with Rosewood Hotels, Inc. of Dallas. The
company just succeeded in Dallas and with Hotel
Remington on Post Oak Park in Houston (introduced in our
18th issue), and was very eager to make Hotel Bel-Air
one of the world’s leading hotels, instead of a mere
hideaway. To begin with, they tried to change its interior
and outward appearance greatly with as many as five
designers. But the Bel-Air neighbors who were old-time fans
of the Hotel feared it would be changed into a modern
high-rise hotel, and fiercely opposed this renovation. As a
result, still respecting the individuality of the five designers,
it maintained the old characteristics and became the
beautiful hotel it is now,

Rooms which remind of an estate’s luxurious guest rooms.

With renovations in 1982, the 62 guest rooms at the
time of opening became 92, However, it is still quite small
in scale compared to the neighboring Beverly Hills Hotel,
known as one of the most luxurious hotels in Los Angeles.

There are 33 suites among these 92 rooms.

The guest rooms are scattered in several areas. They all
differ in space, layout, appearance, and interior. However,
according to Kerman Beriker, Managing Director, “Two
basic concepts at the time of renovation were to bring
the amenities of the guest rooms up to the levels of the
surrounding living and natural environment, and that
the rooms must be in estate style.” These two conditions
are certainly well fulfilled.

For example, there are rooms in California country style
and mission style, Traditional interior and modern decora-
tion. Rooms with whirlpool tubs and private pools. Rooms

with fireplaces, hand-carved beamed ceilings and French
windows, The indiwiduality of the afore-mentioned five
designers, Louis Cataffo, Betty Garber, James Northcutt,
Theresa Wills and Kalef Alaton, are fully demonstrated.

“Entering the room, you notice not only the fabulous
interior, but also the unique aroma from the woodburning
fireplace. Since only oak is burned in the fireplace, its rich
smell and the smell of beautiful flowers mingle and fill the
room, This is the smell of Bel-Air.” says Kerman Beriker.

The Hotel also tries to give an informal, homey
atmosphere by decorating with various flowers, arranging
fruit baskets and baskets filled with pot-pourri.

Extensive lawn and wonderful gardens can be seen from
the private terrace of each room. Also, the French door
leading to the terrace acts as a private entrance from the
garden without the trouble of meeting other people,

The original menu prepared by the chef, using fresh ingredients,
herbs grown in the back garden and homemade sausages.

The restaurant, with about 95 seats, is located at the end
of the main building. Its walls are upholstered in a

peachlike shade of beige and the carpeting is beige with
moss green floral patterns. The spacious booths are covered
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